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INTBODUCnON. 



In 1882 a book entitled ^'Ancestiy of the Waters Family of Ma- 
rietta, Ohio," was published by Mr. Wilson Waters.— At the time of its 
publication, Mr. Waters' aunt, Mrs. E. P. Sisson, had in her possession 
additional reo6rds of which he was ignorant. 

These records consist of letters and papers written by her grand- 
father, C^t. Asa Waters of Stoughton, Mass., and contain a short 
but interesting history of the Bradford Family (to which his mother 
belonged,) from 1505 down to September 21, 1757, the date of his mother 
Alice Bradford's marriage to Zebulun Waters. 

Capt Asa Waters gave these records to his grandson, Mr. Asa Brad- 
ford Waters, of Marietta, Ohio, on April 22, 1843, and he gave them to 
his sister, Mrs. Bisson, formerly Eliza Paddock Waters, for safe keeping. 

In order to get these records and some accounts of Governor Wm. 
Bradford and ftimily, which she has gleaned from the History of Ply- 
mouth Plantation in Governor Wni. Bradford's own handwriting, 
(which had remained in manuscript over two hundred years,) into such 
form that they may be accessible to all the members of our faniil}^ 
they are now published, and are intended as a supplement to the above 
mentioned "Ancestry of the Waters Family." E. P. 8. 



REFLECTI0X8. 

"What is our life to be compared unto, but to a vapor or luminous 
meteor, which gliding through the air in the night, may perhaps appear 
beautiful for a moment but then vanishes forever— so ^ort, unreal, un- 
substantial, uncertain, and fiuling is human life, and all the splendor, 
prosperity or enjoyment attendant on it, though an eternity of bliss or 
woe to each of us must be determined according to our conduct during 
this fleeting moment. 8o, reviewing the generations of men, who have 
lived on earth, how vain, transitory and worthless do all things here be- 
low appear ! We pass as a shadow over the plain, and move on as a 
pageant over the stage ; and except we have a nobler and more endu- 
ring inheritance in heaven it would have been better for us if we had 
never been born, whatever distinctions we may have possessed on earth. 
We may also profitably observe the fluctuations in outward circumstan- 
ces, and the discordant characters of those who appear in the same . 
genealogy :— hence we should learn to expect our happiness from God, 
and in heaven, and learn to despise the distinctions of rank, birth or 
affluence, when compared with the real, dignitj'^ which piety and holi- 
ness confer." Thomas 8cott. 
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CAPTAIN ASA WATERS TO HIS DAUGHTER LYDIA. 

My kind daughter:—'! now take my pen in hand to write to you 
something of my genealogy. I think it will he entertaining to you and 
Mr. Waddall and to my little grandchildren. My great-grandfather 
* Waters came from Wohum, which is about 10 miles from Boston. He 
came to Easton, which is about 22 miles fh>m Boston and in the 
Ck>unty of Bristol. There he married a Mrs. Turril. He had had 
some business at a distance and went away from Easton soon 
after he married Mrs. Turril, and was taken sick and died. His 
widow after that married Nathaniel Mandley and lived in Easton, not 
far from the Methodist meeting house. She had ten children by Mr. 
Mandley. Her son Ichabod I can well remember, and one daughter I 
remember. She married Joseph Packard and was the mother of Ben- 
jamin Packard. Mrs. Turril had a son by Mr. Waters: his name was 
Samuel: he was my grandfather: he married Bethyah Thayer and 
lived in Easton a number of years, and his wife^s brother, Jonathan 
Thayer, lived near him or near by. They owned land on and about the 
stream that carries Oliver Ames' shovel factories. They built the old 
sawmill dam near Ziba RandalPs, which was the first mill dam ever 
built in Easton : but in process of time they sold their land and saw- 
mill to Mr. George Furguson. He and his wife were both Irish and 
came from the State of Maine. Mr. Furguson built a house and bam 
on the land that he bought of my grandfather and Mr. Thayer. The 
house is now standing, the bam is not My grandfather then bought 
one hundred acres of land in Stoughton, about 20 miles from Boston. 
Mr. Thayer, after he sold his land in Easton, moved into the State of 
New Hampshire, lived there some time, and then moved to Middleton 
in Connecticut, where he died in old age. Jonathan Thayer had a 
brother Oliver and a brother William, but what became of them I 
never knew, or that he had any sister, except my grandmother Waters, 
I cannot tell. My grandfather Waters, after he bought his land in 
Stoughton, built him a comfortable house and bam, which I can well 
remember, but they are not standing now. There was a good orchard 
on the place since my remembrance, but it is all decayed. My grand- 

*8amuel Waters, born May 6, 1076, at Salem, Mass.; went to Wobum and from 
there to Easton. 
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ther had three sons : their names were Daniel, Zebulun and Samuel, 
amuel died at the age 'of about 20 years of consumption. Daniel lived 
Dd was married to a Mrs. Susanah Morgan of Dorchester, but she died 
M>n, but how soon I cannot tell. She had no child or none that ever 
^ jved. Daniel married for his second wife Aseneth Esty, whose maiden 
name was Aseneth Bradford. She had three children by Mr. Daniel 
Waters: two daughters and one son. The daughters' names were 
Bethyah and Lucy and the son's was Samuel. Bethyah married Sam- 
uel Packard and lived in the State of Maine. Lucy married Jonathan 
Randall of Easton. Samuel married Sally Richards of Sharon and 
lived in New Hampshire: Zebulun Waters married Alice Bradford, 
September 21st, 1767. She had ten children— five sons and five daugh- 
ters. The names of the sons were Nehemiah, Asa, Daniel, Zebulun 
and Samuel. The daughters' names were Matilda, Rebecca, Hannah 
Mary and Chloe. So you see my grandfother Waters' two sons married 
two sisters, Alice Bradford and Aseneth Bradford. My grand&ther 
Samuel Waters had four daughters ; all lived to be married. Bethyah 
married Joseph Morse of Stoughton and lived about a mile from her 
fSather. She had three children, Joseph and Joshua and Amity. They 
all were married— Joseph is now living in Easton but his wife is dead. 
Mary married Philip Holmes of Stoughton and lived about half a 
mile from her father. Her children were three sons and four daughters. 
The sons' names were Philip, Matthew and Luther. Philip is now liv- 
ing in Stoughton, the other two lived and died in Stoughton. The 
daughters' names were Mary, Sibyl, Anne and Bethyah. The sons and 
daughters were all married. Philip and Matthew married two sisters in 
Stoughton. Their name was Fisher. Luther married Anne Mcyik of 
Stoughton. She is now living in Stoughton. Mary married Archipus 
Drake and lived in Sharon. Sibyl married Seth Strobridge and lived 
in Canton, ^nne married Nathaniel Smith of Stoughton, but moved 
to the State of Maine. Her husband is dead but she is now living. 

My grandfather Samuel Waters' other two daughters married— one 
married Nathaniel May of Canton, 15 miles from Boston, and bad two 
daughters, named Susa and Sally. Susa married Mr. Hall of Wratham, 
24 miles from Boston. Sally married Zekiel Fisher of C^anton, 14 miles 
from Boston. 

My grandfather's other daughter married Ebenezer Steames and 
lived in Massachusetts, but Stearnes died and she married a Mr. Pratt. 
She had one son that made organs. I have forgotten both their names 
and knew but little about them. The above named Bethyah manied 
Joseph Morse, Jr., for her first husband. He died and she then married 
Samuel Holmes and he is dead. She is now living but never had any 
children. My father, Zebulun Waters, was an industrious working 
man, and honest in all his dealings, and so was my mother. My father 
died the 29th of May, 1790, aged 55 years and about 4 months. 
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My mother died the 6th day of July, 1795, aged 60 years and about 
seven months. 

Thus I have given you a sketch of the Waters &mily. The names 
of your aunt Azubah Pratt's children are Smith, Lyman, Adah, Lyn- 
dia, David, Azubah, Helen, Abel (died), Abel, Saloma, Sophrona, Orin 
Waters, and Julia. The names of your aunt Nash's children are: 
James, David, Asa, Samuel, Levi, Charles, Elisha and one daughter, 
died in infancy. The names of your aunt Chloe Monk's children are: 
Lemuel, Luther, Polly, Sally, Stephen, Benjamin Waters, Mary, Wil- 
liam, Orin Waters Otis. Your aunt Bhoda Everett's are : Nathaniel, 
Da\id, Jesse, Oliver and three or four daughters. 

The names of your aunt Mary Everett's I have foiigotten. Your 
aunt Experience Bisbee had no children. 

Asa Waters, the son of Zebulun Waters, who was the son of Samuel 
Waters, who was the son of my (Capt. Asa Waters of Stoughton, Mass.) 
great grandfather that came fh>m Wobum, Mass. Asa Waters was 
married to Miss Lydia Smith, November 10, 1785, by George Grossman, 
Esq. Asa Wators was bom February 11, 1760. Lydia Smith, his wife, 
was bom January 10, 1763. 

Asa Waters, Jr., was bom December 14, 1786. Orin Waters was 
born November 26, 1788. Lewis Waters was bom March 28, 1791. 

Henry Waters was bom April 13, 1783 and died May 7, 1795. Lydia 
Waters, bom May 9, 1797. 

Lydia Waters, the wife of Asa Waters, died June 22, 1809. 

Thus I have given you a sketch, my daughter (Lydia Waters), of 
the Waters family on my father's side to which I belong. I shall now 
give you some history of the Bradford family, to which I belong on my 
mother's side. 

' (Signed) Asa Waters. 

The above promised account was given to Asa Bradford Waters 
(now of Marietta, O.) also, by our grandfather Asa Waters, April 22, 
1843, tracing the genealogy as far l>ack as he had any account of the 
Bradford family, of which his mother was a member. It is as follows. 

E.P.S. 

Gov. Wra. Bradford was born in the year 1588— Austerfield, York- 
shire County, England. He courted Miss Alice Rayner for his wife, but 
her parents being unwilling that he should marry her and sail with her 
to the wilds of America, the courtship ceased and Mr. Bradford mamed 
Dorthy May. Mr. Bradford and his wife and his son John arrived at 
Cape Cod the 11th of November, 1620, in a ship called the I^iayliower. 
The whole number that came in that ship was one hundred and one. 
Mr. Bradford's wife accidently fell overboard the Mayflower and was 
drowned before tlie ship returned, and while the Governor and some 
others were gone in a shallop to reconnolter on the shore towards Bos- 
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ton. The Governor then remained a widower until the 14th of August, 
16^, and then married the same Miss Alice Rayner, at this time a 
widow, having married a Mr. Edward Southworth, he dying seven 
years after their marriage. 

Gov. Bradford then wrote to Mrs. Southworth, that, if it was agree- 
able to her, and if she would come over to Plymouth (Mass.), he would 
marry her. She, Alice Southworth, came over in the ship Ann and 
brought her three sons with her, Thomas, Constant and Solomon, and 
from them derived the Southworths in Stoughton and Bridgewater.— 
Mrs. Southworth is said to be a virtuous and worthy lady. Governor 
Bradford had three children by his second marriage, William, Mary 
and Joseph. William was bom June 17, 1625 ; he married for his first 
wife Alice Richards. She had four sons: John, William, Thomas and 
Samuel. William's second wife was widow Wisewall ; she had one son, 
Joseph. His third wife was Mary Holmes, widow of the Bev. John 
Holmes, second minister of Duxbury, and she had four sons: Israel, 
Ephraim, David and Hezekiah. So it appears that William had nine 
sons, but of a daughter I have no account. Many families derived from 
these sons. I have had a manuscript of Daniel Bradford of South 
Boston, that gave me an account of them which is entertaining. Mary 
Bradford, the sister of William and Joseph Bradford, married Bei^amin 
Vermage. John Bradford, the Governor's son by his first wife, was a 
respectable man and a Deputy Governor fh)m Duxbury in the year 
1652 and fh>m Marshfield 1653. Joseph Bradford, son of Gov. William 
Bradford by his second marriage, married, but I have no account of his 
family, only that he had a son that was named Elisha, and he was my 
(Gapt Asa Waters) grandfather. 

By subsequent consultation of the register of the Church at Auster- 
field, we find that William Bradford, the grandfather of Gov. William 
Bradford of Plymouth Plantation, lived in Austerfield, Yorkshire Coun- 
ty, England, 1505 and was buried January 10, 1505. His son, also Wil- 
liam Bradford, of Austerfield, married Alice Hanson, June 21, 1584, and 
died before his father was buried, July 15, 1501, when his son, the future 
Gov. Wm. Bradford, was less than two years old. This said Gov. Wil- 
liam Bradford bom in Austerfield, Yorkshire Co., England, A. D. 1688. 
His first wife, Dwothy May, was accidentally drowned In Cape Cod 
harbor, by falling overboard the Mayflower, December 7, 1620, lea\ing 
one child, whose name was John. He afterwards by his second mar- 
riage with Mrs. Southworth had three more children, as before stated, 
namely : William, Mary and Joseph, making four children in all. Jo- 
seph married ; but of his family I have not any record, only that he 
had a son that was named Elisha, and he was my grandfather, and he 
(Elisha) married a Miss Cole for his first wife, and they had six chil- 
dren. They all died young and I have not their names. 

Elisha Bradford married his second wife the 7th of September, 1719. 
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Her name was Bathsua Lebrock ; they had fifteen children. The flnst 
child, Hannah, bom April 10, 1721. 

Joseph, ** December 7, 1721. 

Sylvanus, " July 6, 1723. 

Nehemlah, " July 27, 1724. 

Laurana, ** March 27, 1726. 

Mary, " August 1, 1727. 

Elisha, " October 6, 1729. 

Lois, " January 80, 1780. 

Deborah, ** November 18, 1782. 

Alice, " November 3, 1734. 

Aseneth, '* September 15, 1786. 

Canpenter, " February 9, 1788. 

AbigaU, " June 20, 1741. 

Chloe, " April 6, 1743. 

Content, " May 21, 1745. . 
These were the children of Elisha Bradford; he lived near Kings- 
ton Bridge, which is four miles from Plymouth and the first house on 
the right hand as one goeth from Kingston to Plymouth over the 
bridge. And he (Elisha Bradford) died in June, the 16th, 1747, aged 78 
years. 

Captain Wm. Holmes, of Plymouth, said tliat my grandfather, 
Elisha Bradford, owned four thousand acres of land, and that there 
were about three hundred acres of it now lying in the town of Carew. 
Holnies was here at Stoughton, July 12, 1831, and in October, 1831, and 
November 26, 1831 . My brother Zebulun previous to this time had giv- 
en Holmes a first claim deed unknown to me. Holmes went on to a lot 
containing thirty acres and cut wood and coaled it, and sold the coal at 
a furnace, about 3 miles off*, for two hundred dollars. Benjamin Ward, 
who pretended to own the lot, sued Holmes for trespass. The case was 
taken out of Court and left to a Rule. Rule gave the case to Ward and 
it cost Holm?8 eight hundred dollars. Holmes then applied to me to 
assist him in getting the lots from Ward, and getting the lots which he 
said were three more and that Rosseter Cotton had sold one lot to Mr. 
Jinn, including two hundred acres that was my grandfather Elisha 
Bradford's land, but I did not do anything about it. Holmes then went 
to the State of Maine, to the town of Friendship, to see the heirs of* Car- 
penter Bradford and where also my aunt Hannah was living, and got 
something from them, and came back and commenced action against 
Ward. 

My brother Zebulun died the 5th of June, 1831. Holmes ia dead, 
and Ward is dead, and so the matter rests. Some description of the 
land is in Book No. 2 in the Register office in Plymouth. 

Asa Bradford Waters, grandson of Capt Asa Waters, of Stoughton, 
Mass., who was grandson of Elisha Bradford's, who was grandson of 
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the Honorable William Bradford, teoond Governor of Plymouth. Eli- 
sha Bradford died June lOtb, 1747, aged 78 years. His second wife had 
a sLBter Mary who married Henry Withington, and lived and died in 
Stonington. She had several dau^ters and but one son. One of her 
daughters married a Mr. Lair ; he died and left one son whose name was 
David. When he became a young man he went to Canada, and was Ma- 
jor of the British horse company. Hannah Bradford, ISisha Bradford's 
eldest child, married Joshua Bradford of the vicinity of Plymouth, 
afterward moved to the town of Friendship in the State of Maine. She 
had three sons and two daughters. The sons' names were, Ck>rnelius, 
Joshua and Benjamin. I^e and her husband were killed by the Indians 
in their own house the 22nd day of May, 1768. Hannah's son Ck>melius 
was owner and master of an Eastern vessel and coasted from Friend- 
ship to Boston, he was cast away in a storm and perished. 

Abigail Bradford married a British officer of the army in Boston, 
and went with him to Haliaford, Nova Scotia. She died December 17th, 
1760, but had no children. 

Deborah Bradford married Jonathan Sampson, Jr., of Plymouth, 
and had three sons und three daughters. The sons' names were Jona- 
than, Ephraim and Nehemiah; the daughters' names were, Hannah, 
Selina and Deborah. Deborah was the soldier in the army of the Rev- 
olutionary war. She was at the taking of Ck)rnwallLB and was wounded. 

Laurana Bradford married Elisha McFarling, and lived in the town 
of Plymouth. She had one son, his name was Joseph— and several 
other children— but I do not know their names. The next that married 
was Aseneth, she married Nathan Esty the 22nd of July, 1753. Had 
one child that died very young. Esty enlisted a soldier in the old 
French war— went to Halifax, Nova Scotia, and died there. Mrs. Esty 
then married Daniel Waters, of Stoughton, and had three children by 
this marriage— Bethiah, Lucy and Samuel. But Mr. Waters died and 
then she married Bei^min Packard of Stougbton, and had four chil- 
dren by that marriage— John, Jededlah, Louis and Militiab. She died 
in Easton, Bristol county, Mass., 15th of November, 1818, aged 82 years. 
Her husband died Feb. 18, 1825, aged 82 years. 

Alice Bradford was my mother. She married Zebuluu Waters the 
2l8t of September, 1757. She bad ten children, five sons and five daugh- 
ters. The sons' names were, Nehemiah, Asa (which is myself)) Daniel, 
Simuel and Zabulun ; the daughters' names were Matilda, Hannah, Re- 
becca, Chloe and Mary. 

AN ACCOUNT OP THE WATEBS FAMILY BY CAPT. ASA WATERS, 
OP STOUGHTON, MASS. 

My great grandfkther Waters came from Woburn, a town 10 miles 
from Boston, and containing 2043 inhabitants. He came to Easton, in 
the County of Bristol ; there he married Miss Turril, but he died in a 
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year or two after his marriage, leaving his wife a widow with one 
child, a son, whose name was Samuel ; and he was my grandfather. 

My great grandmother married the seoond time Nathaniel Mandley, 
and had ten more children. My grandfather Samuel Waters married 
Bithyah Thayer. She had three sons, Daniel, Zebuhm and Samuel. 

Samuel died with consumption, when about 21 years old. Daniel 
married the widow Aseneth Esty and daughter of Elisha Bradford, and 
they had three children, Bithyah, Lucy and Samuel. My father Zebu- 
lun Waters married Alice Bradford, and his brother Daniel married 
Aseneth Bradford (widow Esty). So two of my grandfather's sons mar- 
ried each a daughter of Elisha Bradford's. The Governor's son Wil- 
liam had a son out of his nine, that was Governor of Rhode Island, and 
a Golonel of the Regiment in the army of the Revolution. 

The Bradford coat of arms was a Lion and a Lamb. King Char- 
les the 2nd, before he was crowned, found an asylum among the Brad- 
fords in Plymouth, Mass., after his father was beheaded— for nearly a 
year. 

Some of the blood of King Cliarles 1st was brought to Plymouth, 
that was caught from his bleeding veins on a handkerchief, and kept 
among the Bradford's as a relic. Asa and Daniel, Zebulun Waters' 
sons were soldiers in the Revolutionary war. 

Daniel died when a soldier, in the State of New Jersey, October 6, 
1780, aged 16 years and three months. The other two sons of Zebulun 
Waters were Zebulun and Samuel ; the five daughters were, Matilda, 
Rebecca, Hannah, Chloe and Mary. Carpenter, who was the only son 
of Elisha Bradford that was ever married, was married to Miss Mary 
Gay of Stoughton, of a respectable family, 18th of June, 1761. 

Carpenter was active and enterprising, and a man of good morals. 
He had but one son ; his name was William. His daughters' names 
were, Azubah, Hannah, Mary, and one or two more. He resided in 
Stoughton a year or two after he was married, and then moved to Nova 
Scotia, to a place called Onslow, in the British Dominion, where he liv- 
ed by farming. He was a soldier in the old French war, was taken a 
prisoner by the French and Indians, and was carried to Quebec ; there 
he learned the French language. At length he returned to Stoughton, 
where his two sisters lived, but when the attack was made against Que- 
bec by General Wolfe, he engaged under General Ruggles of Boston as 
an interpreter. 

He was in the battle of Quebec with General Wolfe, and had a 
musket ball pass through the calf of his leg. He then returned to 
Stoughton and was married as before mentioned. He lived comfortably 
and happily at Onslow until the commencement of the Revolutionary 
war, then he left Onslow and came to the State of Maine and Joined the 
army of the United States, and had a lieutenant's commission under 
Colonel Eddy, leaving bis wife and children at Onslow. When the 
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tie British autliorities heard of his enlistment in the United States service 

they offered several hundred dollars for his apprehension, 
y, When his engagement had expired with Colonel Eddy, he shipped 

pd himself on board a vessel bound for Boston, but a violent storm came 

on and drove the vessel to the West Indies. In course of time the ves- 
sl sel returned and brought him to Boston. The vessel was commanded 

d by Captain Green Crabtree. He came from Boston to his firiends at 

Stoughton, staid a short time, then went to the State of Maine to the 
town of Friendship, where his sister Hannah's son Cornelius Bradford 
and relations lived. Here he purchased a lot of land, built him a log 
house and by some means or other he got his wife and children from 
Onslow. Here he lived the remainder of his days. His wife died be- 
fore he did, and he married the widow Steele of Boston. He died in 
April, 1823, aged 85 years. The Congress granted him eOO acres of land 
in Ohio to compensate for his loss at Onslow, it was all wild land when 
it was granted to him, but now the State House of Ohio stands on the 
land which was Carpenter Bradford's.(i) 

Stoughton. 

I now improve the opportunity to inform you that I am in good 
health at present, and hope these lines will find you and your 
family enjoying the same blessing. I believe Lewis is well. He was 
here the 7th of September last, with his wife and three children, 
all in good health. We have sold the place, where I used to live, to 
Luther Drake, about thirty-three acres, which is all on the east side 
of the brook. The other on the west side is not sold. Mr. Drake 
paid 13 hundred dollars for what he bought. Lewis had 10 hundred 
dollars, and I had 8 hundred dollars, and Lewis is bound to pay me 
forty dollars per year after the three hundred is run out at that rate. 
Lewis has bought him a comfortable house at Wareham and a garden 
spot. I think his health is somewhat better than it used to be. Your 
mama's health is about as usual. We have nobody living with us at 
present. Our neighbor Briggs has sold his property in Stoughton, and 
moved to Lowell, and Chester Petty lives in the house. Petty is a 
young man from Sharon, and has married Nathan Warren's daughter, 
Sally— they have one child— and their daughter Huth has married Wil- 
liam Drake. This William Drake is Jesse Drake's son, he is a carpen- 
ter, and Petty is a shoemaker. Your aunt Sally Smith is well, and alj 
the neighbors are well. Moses Guy died last fall, he was not married 
and his property goes to his sisters, which I hear is nine hundred dol- 
lars each. Of coui-se Nathan Smith's wife will have something. 

(1) Carpenter Bradford was a good climber ; he climbed a flag staflr40 feet high 
and took down the flag the French had deserted and left flying and the English 
flag was hoisted. While taking down the French flag and hoisting the English flag, 
Carpenter Bradford sang out : 

"Frenchmen come down and Englishmen rise, 
Qeorge wears the crown and Louis dies." 
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BRADFORD. 



The History of Plymouth Plantation by Wm. Bradford, the second 
Governor of the colony, after having remained in manuscript for more 
than two hundred years, is now given to the public in the present book 
form. 

It is well known to all students of our early annals, that Governor 
Bradford wrote and left at his decease, a History of this colony, and 
that this which was never published until now, was freely used by Mor- 
ton in compiling his memorial, first published 1669. In the Preface to 
the first volunie of his annals 1786, Prince cites, as one of his manu- 
script authorities. Governor Bradford's History of Plymouth People and 
Colony ; flrom 1602 to the end of 1646, in 270 pages, with some account, 
at the end, of the increase of those who came over with him from 1620 
to 1650, and all in his own handwriting. Governor Huchinson in his 
second volume, first published in 1767 is one of the last, if not the very 
last, who has made use of this, Governor Bradford's manuscript. 

From that time nothing has been heard of this \olume. While in 
the posession of Prince, who died in 1758, it was deposited in the New 
England Library, in the tower of the Old South Church, where he kept 
his choice historical treasures, and where it may have reposed at the 
time of the siege of Boston, when that church was used as a riding 
school by the British soldiers. Among these treasures was Governor 
Bradford's Letter Book. This was carried to Kova Scotia and a large 
portion of it destroyed, but the remainder was rescued from a grocer's 
shop in Halifax sometime afterward, by James Clark, Esq., a correpond- 
ing Member of this Society, and was printed in the third of its Collec- 
tions. It was supposed Bradford's History shared the same fate of other 
documents that were at that time destroyed or carried away. It had 
long been given up as lost. 

The late Dr. Young was attracted by a narrative in the handwriting 
of Secretary Morton, in the Records of the First Church of Plymouth, 
which on comparing it with the extracts in Hutchi&on and Prince, he rec- 
ognized as a portion of the History of Governor Bradford. This portion, 
the most of which had been previously printed by Hazard as a work of 
Morton, and which comes down only to the year 1620, Dr. Young pub- 
lished in the Chronicles of the Pilgrims in 1841. Thus matters stood 
until the 17th day of February, 1855, when the Rev. John S. Barry, who 
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was at that time engaged in writing the first volume of his Histoiy of 
Mas.sachusetts, since published, made the important discovery of the 
wherebouts of Governor Bradford's Manuscript History. A hint of 
which he had found in a History of the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
America by Samuel, Lord Bishop of Oxford, second edition, London 
1846, wherein he found certain passages in the text, which any one £&- 
miliar with them would at once recognize as the language of Bradford 
as cited by Morton and Prince ; but which the author of the volume, in 
his foot-notes, referred to a Manuscript History of the Plantation of 
Plymouth, Ac., in the Fulham Library by Governor Bradford. Bev. 
John 8. Bany addressed a note at once to the Rev. Joseph Hunter, one 
of the Vice-Presidents of the Society of Antiquaries of London and 
corresponding member of our Society, who lias taken great interest in 
the early History of the Pilgrims, and has made valuable contributions 
thereto, requesting of him (Charles Deane, Esq., of Boston, Chairman 
of the Publishing Committee) the favor to ascertain what the Fulham 
manuscript was, and if it proved what we hoped it was, to have a copy 
taken for publication in the Collections of this Society (Massachusetts 
Historical Society). The sequel proved the manuscript was indeed 
Bradford's original in his own handwriting. So there is not the slight- 
est doubt that the manuscript is Governor Bradford's own autograph. 

Bev. Joseph Humteb. 
30 Torrington Square, London, March 19th, 1865. 

The copy of Gov. Bradford's manuscript was satisfactorily complet- 
ed on the 10th of July, 1855, and received at Boston the third of August. 
There is the attestation also of one of the family written 1705. "This 
book was written by Governor Wm. Bradford and given to his son Ma- 
jor Wm. Bradford, and by him to his son Major John Bradford, written 
by me, Samuel Bradford, March 20th, 1705.— Tuesday, June 4th, 1728. 
N. B. Calling at Major John Bradford's at Kingston, near Plymouth, 
(son of Mi^or Wm. Bradford, formerly Dep. Governor of Plymouth 
Colony), who was eldest son of Wm. Bradford, Esq., their 2nd Governor 
and author of this said History, that the said Major John Bradford 
gave me several manuscript octavoes which he assured me were written 
with his said Grandfather Governor Bradford's own hand. He also 
gave me a little Pencil Book written with a blue lead pencil by his said 
father the Dep.— note by Thomas Prence or Prince." 

The village of Fulham, where Gov. Bradford's History of 270 pages 
was found, is situated on the banks of the Thames at a distance of four 
miles from Hyde Park Corner. The manor of Fulham belonged to the 
see of London a considerable time before the Conquest (1066) and has 
since been in the uninterrupted possession of the Bishops of London, 
except during the interregnum in the seventeenth century : the manor- 
house or palace being their principal summer residence. The Library, 
Mr. Hunter writes, is a very valuable one. The room is forty-eight feet 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



14 BEMINISOEKCES OF THE 

■ ^^^m^ III 1 — M^^ I I ■ 

in length, and contains many of the Portraits of the ^shops of Lon- 
don, beginning with TunstalL Bee a ftill and interesting description of 
Fulham in Lyson's Environs of London, 2d. ed. II. book, 224—226. The 
Rev. Joseph Hunter, one of the Vice-Presidents of the Society of the 
Antiquaries of Londcm, and a Corresponding Member of the Mass. His- 
torical Society, addressed a letter to the Bishop of London, explaining 
to his Lordship what it was that the Mass. Historical Society had ap- 
plied to him (Kev. Joseph Hunter) to perform for them (or rather what 
he was requested to do on behalf of the Society) namely, to ascertain 
whether the Fulham manuscripts were indeed Bradford's original in his 
own handwriting, to which he received an immediate reply, with the 
Bishop's assurance that every facility should be afforded him for the ex- 
amination of the manuscript; the result of which showed it to be the 
long supposed lost manuscript of G^ov. Bradford's of 270 pages. 

Among the passengers in the Ann, that left England about August 
1, 1623, were George Morton and family, including Nathaniel Morton, 
afterwards distinguished as the Secretary of the Colony and compiler 
of New England's Memorial. Nathaniel was 12 years old when he ar- 
rived. In his preface to his book he styled Gov. Bradford "My most 
honoured Uncle," and it is said he was a sister's son of Gov. Bradford's. 

Mre. Alice Southworth, widow of the late Edward Southworth, 
came with these x)assengers in the Ann, and was married to Governor 
Bradford the 14th of August, 1624. Of this marriage their eldest son 
was Wm. Bradford, bom the 17th of June, 1625, and he l>ecaine Deputy 
Governor of Plymouth Colony. 

Gov. Bradford died the 9th of May, 1657. Mrs. Alice Bradford, his 
wife, died the 27th of March, A. D. 1670, aged 80 years and was interred 
at Plymouth the 30th of the same month. The following are lines 
written upon the death of the godly matron, and pasted inside the 
cover that enclosed the original History of Gov. Bradford's, recently 
found in Fulham Library. 

Here lieti the shadow of a blessed mother 
In Israel, well known to one another. 
Of good descent, of holy predecessors : 
Her father equal was to the confessors. 

And holy martyrs, suffered for Christ's sake ; 
Although he suffered not at fiery stake. 
And she with him and others In her youth, 
Left their own native country for the truth. 

And in success of time she married was 

To one whom most virtue did surpass ; 

I mean good Edward Southworth, who not long 

Continued in this world the saints among. 

With him she lived seven years a wife, 

Till death did put a period to his life. 

And in Mome space of time by God*s good hand, 

Bhe was brought over into New England. 
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And In a abort time the Lord did so dispose, 

That Mr. Wm. Bradford she did ohooee, to be her 2nd hnaband. 

Whom to name I need not, for It Is enough to name 

The name of Bradford, ftesh In memory. 

Which smells with odoriferous firagrancy. 

With him she li^ed a wife yean 84, 
Till God saw good his time shoald be no more 
In this sad world, bat took him henoe to heaven, 
Anno one thoosand six hundred and fifty seven. 

E'er since that time In widowhood she hath lived 
A life In holiness and faith, 
In reading of Ood'ft word and contemplation. 
Which helped her to assurance of salvation. 

Through Ood% good Spirit working with the same— 
Forever praised be His holy name- 
To about four score years she did attain, 
But she afBlcted much with heavy pain. 

As Moses saitb, her strength but sorrow was 
And she to eternal rest made haste apace. 
Her glam Is run, her work is done, 
And she is happy to all eternity. 

Let her relations all and every one 

Take her example, as she has done. 

My loving firlend, adieu, my aunt, my mother,— 

Of those that's left, I have not such another. 

Nathaniel Morton is supposed to be the author of the above lines. 

William Bradford, the second Governor of the Plymouth Colonies, 
was bom in the village of Austerfield, Yorkshire, England, a short dis- 
tance firom Scrooby, the re^dence of Brewster and the location of 
Robinson's church in the adjoining county. Bradford was prominent 
among the sufferers and witnesses to the truth during the troublous 
days and times, which sprang up in Yorkshire County, England, dur- 
ing the reign of Queen Elizabeth. Among these devout people was 
William, who was bom anno 1588, where the people were as unac- 
quainted with the Bible, as the Jews do seem to have been with a 
part of it in the days of Josiah. 

Austerfield was an ancient village (anno 1588), consisting of a few 
houses inhabited by persons engaged In the occupation of husbandry, 
and a small chapel of a very early age is said to be next to the oldest in 
England— it being a question whether it is not the oldest. In Auster- 
field and in some other places, Gov. Wm. Bradford had a comfortable 
inheritance left him of his honest parants, who died while he was yet 
a child, and cast him on the education, first of his grand-parents, and 
then of his uncles, who devoted him, like his ancestors, unto the afl&irs 
of husbandry. William Bradford— the grandfather of Gov. Wm. Brad- 
ford of Plymouth Plantation— lived in Austerfield, Yorkshire County, 
England, 1505, and was buried January 10, 1595. His son, William 
Bradford of Austerfieid, married Alice Hanson and died July 10, 1591, 
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before his father was buried. His son, afterward Gk>v. Wm. Bradford, 
bom March, 1588, came over in the Mayflower— his first wife Dorothy 
May was drowned at Cape Cod harbor, December 7, 1620~on the 14th 
of August, 1628, he was married again to Alice, the widow of Edward 
Southworth. She arrived at Plymouth in the Ann, about a fortnight 
before het second marriage. 

Governor Wm. Bradford commenced the History of Plymouth Col- 
ony in 1($80 and the concluding portion, left evidently unfinished, was 
written in 1650. 

The opportunities which Gov. Bradford had for writing the history 
of the Plymouth Colony, were superior in many respects to those of 
any other person. From 1621 to 1657, the year of his death, he had but 
five years release from the office of chief magistrate. Although this 
would seem to afford him little leasure for writing, yet he thereby ac* 
quired an entire familiarity with every subject of a public nature in 
any way connected with the Colony. This, taken in connection with 
the high character which he has always ei^joyed, has caused this, his 
work, to be regarded as of first authority, and as entitled to take prece- 
dence of ever>' thing else relating to the history of the Pilgrims. 

Mather thus concludes his notice of our author (Governor William 
Bradford): '*He was a person for study as well as action and hence, 
notwithstanding the difficulties through which he passed in youth, he 
attained unto a notable skill in languages : the Dutch tongue was be- 
come almost as vernacular to him as the English ; the French tongue 
he could also manage; the Latin and Greek he had mastered, but the 
Hebrew he most of all studied, because, he said, he would see with his 
own eyes the ancient oracles of God, in their native beauty. He was 
also well skilled in history, in antiquity and \xi philosophy ; and for 
theology, he became so versed in it, that he was an irrefragable dispu- 
tant against the errors, especially those of ana-baptism, which with 
trouble he saw rising in his Colony ; wherefore he wrote some signifi- 
cant things for the confutation of those errors. 

But the crown of all was his holy, prayerful, watchful and faithful 
walk with Gk)d, wherein he was very exemplary. **At length he fell 
into an indisposition of body which rendered him unhealthy for a 
whole winter; and as the spring advanced, his health yet more de- 
clined ; yet he felt himself not what he counted sick, till one day in the 
night after which the God of heaven so filled his mind with ineffiible 
consolations, that he seemed little short of Paul, rapt up unto the un- 
utterable entertainments of Paradise." 'The next morning he told his 
friends, that the good Spirit of God had given him a pledge of his hap- 
piness in another world, and the first fruits of his eternal glory ; and on 
the day following he died. May 9, 1659, in the sixty-ninth year of his 
age, lamented by all the colonies of New England, as a common bless- 
ing, and a father to them all.'' 
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